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1. Article 21: Reporting



Article 21: Reporting

► Paragraph 1 of article 21 of the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury provides that each party shall report to the 
Conference of the Parties, though the Secretariat, on the 
measures taken to implement the provisions of the 
Convention and on the effectiveness of such measures 
and the possible challenges in meeting the objective of 
the Convention. 



Decision MC-1/8 Timing and format of reporting by the parties

► At its first meeting (2017), the Conference of the Parties:

► Agreed on the full format of reporting and decided that each Party shall report every four years using 
the full format and report every two years on four questions marked by an asterisk in the full format.

► Encouraged each Party to provide an electronic version of its report.

► Requested the Secretariat to make available an electronic version of the party’s previous report so 
that it may be updated accordingly.

► The Conference of the Parties further decided on the following timing with regards to the short and full 
reporting:

Deadline for the first short national report: 31 December 2019

Deadline for the first full national report: 31 December 2021



Decision MC-1/8 Reporting Format Overview

► The full format contains 43 questions to be answered by all parties every four years, while the short report 
contains four questions (indicated by an asterisk in the full format) to be answered every two years. 

► The full format consists of five parts: 

► Part A: requests information about the party and respondent

► Part B: contains the 43 questions

► Part C: provides an opportunity for parties to comment on possible challenges in meeting the 
objectives of the Convention

► Part D: provides an opportunity for parties to comment on the reporting format and possible 
improvements

► Part E: provides an opportunity to add comments on each of the articles in free text if the party 
chooses to do so. 



Decision MC-1/8 Reporting Format: Part B

Article 3 Mercury supply sources and trade 
Article 4 Mercury-added products
Article 5 Manufacturing processes in which mercury or mercury compounds are used
Article 7 Artisanal and small-scale gold mining
Article 8 Emissions
Article 9 Releases 
Article 10 Environmentally sound interim storage of mercury, other than waste mercury 
Article 11 Mercury wastes
Article 12 Contaminated sites

Article 13 Financial resources and mechanism
Article 14 Capacity-building, technical assistance and technology transfer
Article 16 Health aspects
Article 17 Information exchange
Article 18 Public information, awareness and education
Article 19 Research, development and monitoring



Decision MC-3/13 Guidance for completing the national 
reporting format
► The Conference of the Parties recognized the need for complete and consistent national reporting to 

provide information for the effectiveness evaluation and for supporting compliance and requested the 
Secretariat to prepare draft guidance on the full national reporting format to clarify the information being 
sought. 

► In the same decision, the Conference of the Parties also encouraged parties to use the draft guidance on a 
provisional basis to assist in preparing their full national reports due by 31 December 2021. 

► The draft reporting guidance is submitted to COP-4 as document UNEP/MC/COP.4/17.

► The draft reporting guidance consists of three sections:

► Section I: Outlines the reporting obligations under the Minamata Convention according to Article 21
► Section II: Gives an overview of the draft guidance for completing the national reporting format
► Section II: Sets out question by question some notes and a suggested approach to complete the 

reporting format for the Minamata Convention.

The draft guidance is not intended to be manual on how to implement the articles and obligations of the 
Convention, but to guide Parties for the collection and collation of information needed to complete parts A to E. 



Decision MC-3/13 Guidance for completing the national 
reporting format



Reporting Periods

► The Conference of the Parties decided that each party shall submit the first short reports (i.e. the 
responses to questions in the format marked by an asterisk) by 31 December 2019, for consideration by 
the Conference of the Parties at it subsequent meeting.

► It is therefore noted in the draft reporting guidance that for the first short reports the reporting period 
covers 16 August 2017 (the date of entry into force of the Convention) until 31 December 2019.

► For the first full reports the reporting period covers 16 August 2017 until 31 December 2021. 

► The cycle will then be repeated, with the subsequent short reports covering 1 January 2022 to 31 
December 2023 and the subsequent full reports covering 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2025, and so 
on.



Instructions on part B

► Mandatory information forms the core of the reporting format.

► A limited number of questions are labelled “supplemental”. These questions provide additional 
information that would facilitate the evaluation of the effectiveness of the Convention. Responses to these 
questions can be provided voluntarily at the party’s discretion, but parties are strongly encouraged to 
complete these where they have relevant information. 

► Description of the effectiveness of the implementing measures should be provided based on a party’s 
particular situation and capabilities but should nonetheless be as consistent as possible in the party’s 
report. 

In the online reporting tool you will need to reply to all mandatory 
questions to be able to submit the report. 



2. Review of the First
Short National Reports



Reporting Performance: First Short National Reports



Reporting Performance: First Short National Reports



First Short National Reports: 31 December 2019

Part B: Information taken to implement relevant provisions and effectiveness 
Art. 3: Mercury supply sources and trade
*Q1 (c) 

Does the Party have any primary mines that were operating within 
its territory at the date of entry into force of the Convention for the 
Party? 

If yes, indicate the total amount mined in metric tons per year. 

Art. 3: Mercury supply sources and trade
*Q3 (a) 

Has the Party endeavoured to identify individual stocks of 
mercury or mercury compounds exceeding 50 metric tons and 
sources of mercury supply generating stocks exceeding 10 
metric tons per year that are located within its territory? 

If yes, please attach results, and any other related information. 
Art. 3: Mercury supply sources and trade
*Q5 

Has the Party received consent, or relied on a general 
notification of consent, in accordance with Art. 3, including any 
required certification from importing non-parties, for all exports of 
mercury from the Party’s territory in the reporting period. 

If yes, please provide copies of consent forms if not yet done. 
Please provide information on the use of the exported mercury. 

And, if exports were based on general notifications please indicate 
the total amount exported, and any relevant terms or conditions 
related to its use. 

Art. 11: Mercury wastes
*Q2

Are there facilities for final disposal of waste consisting of 
mercury or mercury compounds in the Party’s territory? 

If yes, and if available, how much waste consisting of mercury or 
mercury compounds has been subject to final disposal under the 
reporting period. Please specify method of the final disposal 
operations.

Forms & 
Guidance

Guidance



Responses to Question 3.1

Consistency in 
the units of 

measure



“Total amount mined per year of the reporting period (in metric 
tons of mercury metal produced by primary mining, rather than the 
total amount of mercury-containing ore that was excavated).” (See, 
Draft Guidance on National Reporting)

Insights for Question 3.1



Responses to Question 3.3

Attach relevant 
information & 

summary



Responses to Question 3.3



See, “Guidance on the identification of individual stocks of mercury 
or mercury compounds exceeding 50 metric tons and sources of 
mercury supply generating stocks exceeding 10 metric tons per 
year” 
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/f
orms_and_guidance_document/Guidance_Stocks_Article3_en.pdf

Insights for Question 3.3



Responses to Question 3.5



Responses to Question 3.5



(e) It is to be noted that none of the eight parties that responded “yes, exports 
to parties” and/or “yes, exports to non-parties”, i.e., that that they had received 
consent or relied on a general notification of consent for exports from their 
territory, had sent copies of the consent forms5 to the secretariat as 
recommended by the Conference of the Parties in decision MC-1/2. It was only 
at the time of national reporting, when the reporting format prompted parties to 
forward to the secretariat copies of the forms by which they had received 
consent, if not already done so, that one party forwarded copies of form A 
and another party forwarded a copy of form B. (MC/COP.4/16)

Responses to Question 3.5



See Forms Related to Art. 3 on Mercury Trade at : 
https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/documents/forms-related-
article-3-mercury-trade

Insights for Questions 3.5



Responses to Question 11.2



Responses to Question 11.2



Insights to Question 11.2

lnformation on facilities for final disposal of mercury or mercury compounds 
could be found in reporting under national laws governing hazardous waste 
management and hazardous substance control, from the development of a 
Minamata Initial Assessment or in an implementation plan developed pursuant to 
article 20 of the Convention. It should be noted that the question seeks the 
identification of facilities. (MC/COP.4/17)

“Pending adoption of an annex, parties can report on facilities that are using the 
techniques outlined in the Basel Convention’s technical guidelines on the 
environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of, containing or 
contaminated with mercury or mercury,” available at 
http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Convention/Formsandguidance/tabid/5527/
language/en-US/Default.aspx.

http://www.mercuryconvention.org/Convention/Formsandguidance/tabid/5527/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Responses to Part C, Part D and Part E of the reporting format

► Part C - 50 parties provided some responses.

► Part D - 24 parties recorded responses here. 

► Part E - 24 parties used the opportunity to provide comments. 



Insights from the first short national reports

► 89% reporting rate is encouraging; something to build on for the full 
national reports.

► Parties are actively engaged: some submitted before they were officially 
parties; utilization of Parts C, D, and E to elaborate on answers or results.

► Positive feedback on the pilot online reporting tool which we worked into 
the new online reporting tool.



3. Introduction to the 
online reporting tool



Getting ready for the Online Reporting Tool



Flowchart

• Kick off 
– 7 Sep.

01

• Login

02 • Work on 
your report

03

• Complete 
and submit 
it

04 • Secretariat 
review

05

• Final 
reports

06



1. Kick off

01

Kick off – 7 Sep.
Minamata Online event and email 
notification to all National Focal 
Points.

► Launch at the Minamata Online 
Event: 7 September

► Email to the National Focal Points 
with dedicated username and 
password

► Email to all National Focal Points to 
announce that the online reporting 
tool is ready for use



2. Login

02

Login
With the username and the 
password the Secretariat has sent 
you.

► Consult the draft reporting guidance.

► Read the instructions carefully.

► Get in touch with the Secretariat for technical 
or substantive help if needed.



3. Work on your report

03

Work on your report
Fill in all parts according to the 
guidance, switch languages, save the 
report. You can log out and log in to 
keep working on it.

► Switch languages if needed.
► Fill in all the parts and all the 

questions as per instruction.
► Consult the draft reporting guidance 

as you go through the different parts 
of the reporting format and the 
questions.

► Save the report while you work, and 
definitely before you log out.

► You can logout and login to return 
and keep working on the report.

► Check your 2019 national report.



3. Work on your report

► Switch languages if needed.

► Save the report while you work, and 
definitely before you log out. 



3. Work on your report

This information 
will be pre-
populated



You can check 
your completion 

status

Link to decision 
citations

Link to draft 
reporting 
guidance



Automatic logic 
depending on 

your reply



4. Complete and submit it

04

Complete and 
submit it
Review all your responses before 
submitting the report. You can go back 
and forth, and preview all of them. 
Click submit by 31 December 2021. 
You will receive an acknowledgement 
email from the Secretariat.

► Before submitting the report, please 
review all your responses. You can go 
back and forth.

► You can also review your responses 
at the preview screen stage before 
submitting.

► Click submit by 31 December 2021.
► You will receive an acknowledgment 

email from the Secretariat.



5. Secretariat review

05

Secretariat review
The Secretariat will review all reports 
to check for completeness, including 
any missing information or 
attachments, or if some responses 
need clarification.



6. Final Full National Reports

06

Final Reports
Once the report is considered final 
from both sides, it will be published on 
the website. A confirmation email will 
be sent to the National Focal Point.

► Once the report is considered final by 
both sides, it will be published on the 
website and available from the 
platform.

► A confirmation email will be sent to 
the National Focal Point.



Plan ahead in order to secure the information required for all parts of the 
reporting format, and particularly for the questions in part B, as well as 
the attachments and links that may be needed, in good time to ensure 
that reports are submitted in full by the deadline. 

Insights from the first short national reports

Check for consistency between the responses to different questions.

When answering open questions, ensure that the responses are succinct
while at the same time offering a “meaningful story”. 

When reporting annual data, specify the year(s). Where the reporting 
period is not 1 January to 31 December, specify the period.

Note the units in which information on amounts are to be provided (e.g.
metric tons).



Insights from drafting the reporting guidance

► Decision MC-1/8 is not sufficiently clear on the period of time that a report 
is to cover versus the date by which a party is due to submit that report. 

►To enable parties to provide as complete as possible responses covering the 
entire reporting period, the document prepared for COP-4 suggests that 
the COP may decide to add additional days after the conclusion of the 
reporting period. It is proposed that future reports are to be submitted 90 
days after the 31 December deadline, to allow for collection of data that 
year of the respective reporting cycle.



More information to support Parties

Final Reports
Once the report is considered final 
from both sides, it will be published on 
the website. A confirmation email will 
be sent to National Focal Points.



Important

Remember to complete your Full 
National Report by 31 December 2021

Reporting on measures to be taken to implement the provisions of the 
Convention, including on the effectiveness of such measures and the 
challenges encountered, is an obligation of every Party under Article 21 .



Full Reporting Format: Reporting Guidance, and 
COP-adopted Guidance and Forms

► The online reporting tool 
will include links to the 
draft reporting guidance. 

► Relevant forms and 
guidance documents for 
completing the reports 
are available on our 
website.

https://www.mercuryconvention.org/en/about/forms-guidance


4. Q&A





Thank you for your attention

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
United Nations Environment Programme

WEB: www.mercuryconvention.org
MAIL: MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org
TWITTER: @minamataMEA

#MakeMercuryHistory

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MakeMercuryHistory?src=hashtag_click
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